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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Brown shares talents
with Thai students

By Olwia Hubert-Allen "08

Jum Brown inspires students in hizs Global Experience
classes to make the world a better place through serv-
ice. His lessons highlight individual responsibility and

ask students to look bevond their own needs.

After several years of sharing that message, Brown decided o
take hiz owm adwice.

“If I'm going to tell students to go out and volunteer and
do things in the world, I need to do it myself” says Brown, asso-
clate profesor of history. “There 12 a grear deal of satisfaction in
transforming my students, but [ need to grow as well ™

Mow Brown finds himself spending his surmmers halfway
acrogg the world in the stifling hunudity of northern Thailand.
This 18 the third year he has wolineeered with Openmind
Projects, a Thaland-based organizanon that places English and
compurer teachers in low-mcome Thai schools. Brown works at
Wat Phrathatenrtaya, a Buddhist high school m Mong Khai that
provides free education for the reglon’s poorest students.

This past summer, Brown taught English to boys ages 12 to
18 alongaide a natve That teacher named Mikhorn Pachrar.
Withour the benefic of textbooks, Brown saye, learning ia alow
and lecture-intensmve. Students display a wade range of ghull levels,
which can make teaching ditficult. Diespite the challenges, Pathrat
and Brown taught between two and four classes a day.

*There are virmally no native-speaking English teachers in
Thailand.” eaye Brown. “Tha teachers otten don't want to work
with volunteers because they are embarrasmed that they don't
apeak English well™

Schools look to English-speaking wolunteers to help srength-
en their English programa. Without English skalls, Brown says,
Thai students will have difficulty competing in the global econo-
my.

Amracting volunteers to lve in northern Thailand 1= a chal-
lenge as well. Temperatures abowe 100 degrees and unbearable
humidity make any physical actriry difficule. Brown slept on the
floor during his stay this summer, hovering close to a fan to find
relief from the unrelenting heat.
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Jim Brown travels each summer to Thailand, where he teaches English

to low-income Tha high schoalers.

Spending surmmers n Thailand has been a mcrifice tor
Browm, whoe could have spent ime ' Vienna, Austria, furthering
his professional research on 19th century peasants.

*“I feel this moral obliganon,” saye Brown, *“Theret this trade
off — aleep on the floor n Thailand or go toVienna and eleep in
a nice place among nice things”

Druring breaks from teaching this surmmer, Brown stayed
busy worling on other projects. He helped the school abbaor,
Phrakru Suyarnasopit, create an English program to teach for-
eigners about Buddhist meditation. Brown also took a trip to
Cambodia, whese historical genocide he covers in his Global
clage. While there, he prepared for a Kemnodle Center service
learning trip he wall co-lead m May 2006,

Crverall, Brown teels his experience in Thailand has helped
make him a more valuable educaror

“It allows me to speak n a more authoritative way abour
taking global reaponsibilicg” he says. “Now I'm doing service, not
quet talking about it When [ go home at mighe, I have some
meaning, and thats the important part™ (@




